THE ADVENT OF THE REFORMATION
the water comparatively late into England. England developed
a very remarkable late medieval architecture of its own, but the
influence of classical models was not felt here until long after.
Indeed, conservatism in the matter of architecture has been one
of the most striking things in later English history also. The
last of the Middle Ages was a period of great building activity
here, but it remained, in its whole conception, essentially
medieval till far into the next century.
The York Marriage* Henry Tudor's usurpation did more
violence to tradition and was more drastic in its effects than the
Lancastrian usurpation of eighty-six years before. There were
at least four people, men and women, alive at the time who had
a better claim to the throne, being descended legitimately
through the women, daughters of the sons of Edward III, from
true Plantagenet stock. Of these legitimates young Warwick,
the son of Clarence, was the chief. He was only ten years old
at the battle of Bosworth, and had he been a man Henry might
never have succeeded. This lad had the title of Warwick
because his mother was the daughter of that great Earl of
Warwick who had been the "King-maker'* at the end of the
Wars of the Roses, but his father, Clarence, was a true Plan-
tagenet; his grandfather was the Duke of York of the Wars of
the Roses, and his great-great-grandfather, also Duke of York,
was the son of Edward III.
One of the first acts of Henry therefore after he had seized
the throne was to have the boy closely confined, preparatory to
murdering him.
Henry Tudor entered London with some pomp on Septem-
ber 3, and affirmed his title to the crown before the Parliament
(in which there were only eighteen lay peers present, together
with thirty-six abbots and bishops). But he could give no title,
even less than could Henry of Lancaster, who, after all, had been
next in blood to Richard II and a true Plantagenet, Thus Henry
Tudor only spoke vaguely of "inheritance remaining to him*':
nothing more*
His next action was to strengthen his position by marrying
Elizabeth of York, the daughter of Edward IV. The marriage
took place on January 18, 1486, and at the end of September of
the same year an heir was barn, and baptized Arthur. This heir
would have a stronger position than his father, for he could claim
through his mother to be of the right Plantagenet line. Henry
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